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Schimmelpenninck van der Oye to present on:
“What Is Russian Orientalism”
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2005-06 FLAS Recipient Reports from Moscow

By Katia Scodova

| absolutely love Moscow, and if
you have met me even once, you can
attest to this fact. With the 2006-2007
FLAS, | was able to return to my fa-
vorite city, where | am finishing my
MA coursework at Moscow State Uni-
versity. | have been in Moscow for
three months now, and my life here
has not stopped for a second. | am
perpetually exhausted and want to do
nothing more than sleep, but there is
always someone or something calling
me out into the Moscow cold. Since
my arrival, | have moved twice, made
new friends, traveled to the north,
and fortunately have not yet been
“feised” at a club.

After the first month of aimlessly
wandering the streets of Moscow, |
decided it was time to do something
more productive than shopping and
exploring Moscow’s club scene. The
four hours a day that | spent in class
just was not enough Russian lan-
guage practice, and the majority of
my Moscow friends are native Eng-
lish speakers. In order to gain practi-
cal work experience and force myself
to use more Russian, | applied for
every human rights related internship
that | could find. | was eventually
awarded an internship at the local UN
High Commissioner for Refugees
office. The office where | work is as
multiethnic-multicultural-multilingual
as it gets, and even though English is
the “official” language, most of my
interactions with the staff are in Rus-
sian. So far the work is standard in-
ternship tasks, but each week | get a
new project and a new responsibility.
I am currently responsible for trans-
lating and logging the complaints,
appeals, and general correspon-
dences from the refugees that we
serve, as well as organizing the
monthly emergency meetings, where
exception cases are discussed.

While class and the internship
occupy most of time during the week,

| still manage to find plenty of time to
explore the city and the surrounding
areas. Even with Moscow being
named as the most expensive city in
the world, cultural entertainment still
only a fraction of what it costs in the
states. For example, | have been to
the Bolshoi Theater at least ten times
and not once have | ever paid more
than 300 rubles for a ticket (about
$10). Last week | went to see the
Fiery Angel by Prokofiev, and my
tickets were only twenty rubles
($.75)!

One of the highlights of this third
trip to Moscow was my recent excur-
sion to Velikii Novgorod, which | took
with my Australian twin, Sima. On the
eve of our departure for the north, we
found out that our reserved train tick-
ets had been sold. Not one to let this
little detail interfere with our plans,
Sima used her “connections” and
through friends of a friend’s friend,
she secured our transportation in a
semi-truck. It never occurred to us to
be concerned about this method of
transportation, and it turned out that
we had no reason to be. Before arriv-
ing at the truck, the only information
that we were given was that our truck
driver was a young, cheerful guy
(cheerful being a euphemism for
portly, as Sima pointed out). We
made our initial introductions, and
Sasha pulled the truck on to the high-
way. The cabin of the truck was
decorated how | imagined it would be
with a banner of small flags, each
with an illustration of a naked woman
and sexually suggestive statement.
However, Sasha wasn't anything
close to the stereotypical image of a
scruffy, overweight, "wife-beater"-
wearing truck driver. At 26, he re-
cently had married his high school
sweetheart and had a three-month
old baby girl. Sasha served time in
the army, is a major Putin supporter,
and is quite content with his job and

life. Our conversations shifted from
politics to open container laws in the
states to life in Russia. As the night
wore on, our conversations began to
slack off, and Sasha started to talk
more to his other trucker buddies
over the radio. Once he clicked his
CB radio on to talk, our kind, polite
Sasha became a completely different
person. Foul language in Russian is
so much more creative and offensive
than even the closest English equiva-
lents, and Sasha's radio conversa-
tions provided us with a broad review
of all the ways one can possibly
curse the bad roads, the truck, the
other drivers, etc. In between his con-
versations with the other truckers,
Sasha would go back to fussing over
our wellbeing. We arrived in Velikii
Novgorod 12 hours after our depar-
ture time, roughly when our train
would have arrived at 5:30 am.

Even if you are not a fan of classical
culture, and there are plenty of other
ways to pass the time. The last two
times that | was in Moscow, | was
exceeding self-conscious about my
communication skills and did not ex-
plore the night life too much. Now |
realize how much | was missing!
Moscow at night is completely differ-
ent from Moscow during the daylight
hours. Fortunately (and some times
unfortunately), my Moscow friends
also love to go out dancing and trying
out new clubs and bars. This time |
have gone to more clubs than | can
even count, and | am sure that | have
done permanent damage to my feet
by hiking around the city in impossi-
bly high heels!

Much to my delight, the end of
this quarter does not mark the end of
my time in Moscow. | still have two
more quarters and two more seasons
to experience in my beloved city be-
fore it is time for me to return to the
States and my FLAS runs out!




CSEES proudly congratulates U.S. Airforce Major
Radoslaw Rusek for successfully passing his M.A.
Examinations and graduating with an M.A. in Slavic
and East European Studies. Maj. Rusek specialized in
Poland, Central Asia, and Security Studies and is cur-
rently serving as a Major in the United States Airforce.
His primary specialty is an Instructor Electronic War-
fare Officer, and his secondary specialty is as as a For-
eign Area Officer with a desire to become a RAS
(Regional Area Specialist). Rusek is currently at the
Offutt Air Force Base in Omaha, NE at the 55th Opera-
tional Support Squadron

In addition, CSEES would like to welcome two new
M.A. Candidates in Slavic and East European Studies:

Seth Lewis achieved his Bachelor's Degree from
Ohio State University in June 2006 with majors in Cen-
tral Asian and Slavic Studies and International Stud-
ies. While at Ohio State he studied Elementary
Uzbek. Inthe summer of 2005 he was awarded a fel-
lowship to study Intensive Intermediate Uzbek at Indi-
ana University's Summer Workshop for Slavic, Eastern

European, and Central Asian Languages
(SWSEECAL). He has studied abroad in Krakow and
Warsaw, Poland. Seth's research interests include
examining Islam's change and development within
Central Asian societies since independence and future
regional and strategic energy issues linked to several
republics' petroleum and natural gas reserves.

Matthew “ " Luby graduated magna cum
laude with honors in the arts and sciences from The
Ohio State University in June 2006 with a B.A. in Eco-
nomics and Russian and a minor in History. Artur
spent the summer of 2005 studying Russian at Tomsk
State University. Currently he is an advanced lan-
guage student in Russian and a beginner in Uzbek.
His interests include Russian and Soviet cinema, the
Soviet war in Afghanistan, contemporary economies of
the CIS countries (with a focus on oligarchs) and Marx-
ist-Leninist theory and its interactions with Islam in
Central Asia. ‘Artur’ received his nickname in Fall 2006
when he was ‘sporting’ former U.S. President Chester
Arthur-like sideburns, ‘Artur’ being the Russian variant
of Arthur.
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Congratulations to Dr. Angela Brintlinger (Department of Slavic and East European Languages and
Literatures—Ohio State University) on her successful application for a grant for Interdisciplinary Lectures,
Seminars, and Conferences on International Themes, which was awarded by the Ohio State University’s
Office of International Affairs in Fall 2006.

Funding was recieved to hold the 3rd Biennial Conference of the Assaociation for Women in Slavic
Studies which will be held at The Ohio State University on 26-27 April 2007. The interdisciplinary confer-
ence has been titled "Beyond Little Vera: Women's Bodies, Women's Welfare in Russian and Cen-
tral/Eastern Europe" and will focus on discussing new research on women's health and welfare in Russia
and Central/Eastern Europe since 1990. From a variety of disciplinary, theoretical and methodological ap-
proaches, participants will consider changing social, cultural and political situations and their impact on
women. Beyond Little Vera will follow up on recent conferences addressing trafficking of women in these
parts of the world, including one organized by Prof. Yana Hashamova at OSU in 2004. It will also expand
that focus to a more general consideration of the treatment and representation of women's bodies and wel-
fare. Crises in women's treatment and exploitation in Russia and Central/Eastern Europe have perhaps
never been more acute, given the now more entrenched negative impact of the market and "globalization"
in this area. Scholarly exchange on these issues will thus be more than merely academic, and the cross-
disciplinary conversations that emerge may have an effect on policy both in the U.S. and abroad.

The Conference will be held on 26-27 April at the Ohio State University in Columbus, OH, and is spon-
sored by the Office of International Affairs, the Center for Slavic and East European Studies, the Depart-
ment of Women'’s Studies, the Department of Slavic and East European Languages and Literatures, and
OSU Women in Development. Paper Proposals are due by Jan. 15, 2007. The Beyond Little Vera confer-
ence takes a broad approach to exploring the topic of women's bodies and women's welfare. Using a
multi- and interdisciplinary approach to these women's health issues -- from domestic relations to sex edu-
cation, from prison conditions to artistic representations — the conference will explore the wide-ranging im-
plications of the collapse of social networks and government structures in the former Communist bloc
countries. With a thematic focus on women's Bodies and women's welfare, Beyond Little Vera will give a
geopolitical clarity to the issues and changes in post-socialist societies and cultures of Eastern and Central
Europe over the past two decades. A timely, important, and unique endeavor, Beyond Little Vera serves a
number of functions. With a conference program committee consisting of regular and executive board
members of the Association for Women in Slavic Studies, we draw on expertise across numerous fields
and across the nation. It will also serve the needs of the affiliates of the OSU Center for Slavic and East
European Studies and the other sponsoring departments and programs and their graduate students, as
well as attract a participant pool primarily from regional colleges and universities and secondarily from the
Columbus area public.
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The Ohio State University’s Office of International
Education offers a variety of different opportunities
for those students who are interested in studying
the languages and/or cultures of Russia and East-
ern Europe. For more information on the Office of
International Education and its study-abroad pro-
grams, please see:

http://www.oie.ohio-state.edu/

The following study-abroad opportunities are avail-
able for the Czech Republic and Russia for Summer
2007.

Russian Culture and Society Program, St. Pe-
tersburg, Moscow, Russia

The Russian Culture and Society Program is a con-
tinuation of the GEC course Russian 235: Modern
Russian Culture, to be offered by the Department of
Slavic and East European Languages and Litera-
tures during the Spring Quarter. During that quarter,
the class will learn about modern Russian culture
and society in historical and political context. Imme-
diately following Spring Quarter exams, the stu-
dents, guided by DSEELL Assistant Professor Yana
Hashamova and CSEES Assistant Director Luke
Wochensky, will travel to St. Petersburg and Mos-
cow for approximately 10 days to experience every-
day life and to visit sites

of major artistic, cultural,

and historical importance

at one of the most beauti-

ful times of the year -the

framed White Nights of

early summer.

Intensive Russian Language & Culture Program,
Tomsk, Russia

The OSU Program in Tomsk is an intensive lan-
guage and culture program offered at Tomsk State
University (TSU). The

program provides stu-

dents with the opportuni-

ties to increase their

Russian language ability

and to experience con-

temporary Russian life

by living with host fami-

lies. The program is lo-

cated in Tomsk, a major

academic, research, industrial, and cultural center
located in western Siberia, 4000 kilometers from to
the east of Moscow. The program is designed for
intermediate and advanced speakers and runs for
approximately 8 weeks.

Intensive Czech Language Program, Olomouc,
Czech Republic

The OSU Summer Program in Olomouc is a four-
week, intensive language and culture program of-
fered at Palacky University. The program provides
students with the opportunity to begin and/or in-
crease their language ability and to experience con-
temporary Czech life and culture. In addition to
classroom instruction taught by Palacky University
instructors, students will participate in group field
trips and have opportunities to explore the city on
their own.

Opera and Identity in Russia Today, St. Peters-
burg, Moscow, Russia

This three week intensive program is a continuation
of a regular spring quarter course, Russian Opera
and ldentity (Music 294/694). Following completion
of the course, students will travel to Russia where
they will attend opera performances, study opera
production, listen to lectures on the history and
status of opera in Russian society today, as well as
interview representatives of the opera community
and members of opera audiences.
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By Daniel Gray

12.20.2006

On 23 November Alex-
ander Litvinenko became
the latest dissident
who can no longer pub-
licly criticize the
Kremlin. As a former
member of the Russian
security service, or
FSB, Litvinenko served
in the counter terror-
ism directorate. His
career was abruptly
ended in 1998 when he,
along with other intel-
ligence officers, an-
nounced to the public
their discovery of a
supposed FSB-sponsored
assassination squad.
Reported targets in-
cluded fellow FSB dis-
sident Mikhail Trepash-
kin and billionaire
oligarch Boris Bere-
zovsky. Following his
dismissal from the se-
curity service, Lit-
vinenko fled to London
to escape imminent im-

prisonment. In London

he wrote several books
that "exposed" alleged
Russian government in-
volvement in criminal
activity and even acts

of terror. In Blowing
Up Russia , the 1999
Chechen bombings of
Russian apartments
were, according to evi-
dence gathered by him
and Trepashkin, in fact
perpetrated by federal
agents in order to cre-

ate a cause céleb’ for

the second Chechen War.

Before his death,
Litvinenko was report-
edly investigating the
October murder of lib-
eral journalist Anna
Politkovskaya and had
been warned that his
life was in danger. On
1 November he became
severely ill with what
would later be known as
radiation poisoning.

For almost four weeks,

Alexander Litvinenko
suffered a slow and
horrifying death by be-
ing burnt from the in-
side out. Accepting his
fate, Litvinenko made
numerous statements
from his death bed de-
claring Vladimir Putin
to be the culprit.

Litvinenko's death
on 28 November led to a
worldwide frenzy of
speculations. The Rus-
sian government
strongly denied any in-
volvement, but western
media began immediately
pointing to Moscow.
British police began
the arduous task of
tracing the worldwide
trail of the radiation.
Investigators were dis-
patched to Moscow to
take statements from
individuals connected
with Litvinenko. Later,
Russia started its own
inquiry. While there is




little tangible evi-
dence, many in the me-
dia and governmental
officials see an omi-
nous connection. They
are concerned with the
fate of Russian activ-
ists and dissidents as
either their lifespan

is curtailed or they
face the prospect of
jail time.

As of now the inves-
tigation appears to be
at a dead end. The Rus-
sian government an-
nounced that certain
individuals, like Tre-
pashkin, were off lim-
its to British investi-
gators and that any
possibility of extradi-
tion was out of the
guestion. Without ac-
cess to all possible
“persons of interest,”
gathering the required
evidence may be impos-
sible. On December 20th
the British contingency
returned empty handed.
The perpetrator has
evidently eluded the
British police.

Despite insisting
that it played no role,
other responses from
Moscow regarding these
high profile incidents
have caused some con-
cern. Vladimir Putin
stated that "as far as

| understand in the
medical statement of
British physicians, it
doesn't say that this
was a result of vio-
lence, this is not a
violent death, so there
is no ground for specu-
lations of this

[criminal] kind” and

that Litvinenko's out-
cry while dying was a
"provocation.” A month
earlier he commented in
Germany that murdered
dissident journalist
Anna Politkovskaya's
influence in Russian
politics was "very mi-
nor." Regarding Lit-
vinenko’s death, State
Duma representative
Sergei Abeltsev de-
clared that the
"deserved punishment
reached the traitor. |
am sure his terrible
death will be a warning
to all the traitors

that in Russia the
treason is not to be
forgiven. | would rec-
ommend to citizen Bere-
zovsky to avoid any
food at the commemora-
tion for his accomplice
Litvinenko."

Regardless of West-
ern opinion, it does
not seem logical that
the Russian government
would sanction such a

provocative act. What
exactly would Russia
gain from having him
eliminated? Although
Litvinenko publicized
alleged acts of state
criminality, he does
not seem to have had
any influence in West-
ern foreign policy.
Faced with impending
WTO membership, it
would be irrational to
target someone with
seemingly minor impor-
tance.

However, the damage
is already done. This
has been the largest
public relations disas-
ter for the Putin ad-
ministration. The
global perception of
Russia is arguably at
its lowest since the
Soviet Union. Lit-
vinenko's name is never
too far from Putin’s in
any newspaper column.
In the end the world
will probably never
know who was behind the
plot to assassinate
Alexander Litvinenko.
But does it really
matter?
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