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Roma Presence in Europe – Theories of Origin

Indian Origins of the Roma
- initially proposed by Heinrich Grellman (1783, University of 

Goettingen);
- is based on the similarities between Romani and languages 

spoken in the Indian subcontinent;
- initial migrations passed through Persia (Iran), Armenia, 

Greece and the Slavic-speaking parts of the Balkans. Greece and the Slavic-speaking parts of the Balkans. 

For comprehensive review: Fraser, A. The Gypsies. Oxford: Blackwell 

Publishers, 1992.

Cultural Diffusion
Judith Okely, Will Willems, Leo Luccassen 



Terminology and Measurement Issues 

Roma (Rom; Dom; Lom) – man; human being

Gypsy - "Egyptian"

Tsigan – "Atsigan“ - untouchable in the old Greek language

Sinti 

Council of Europe: Roma and Travellers 











Counting the Roma - Measurement Issues



Post-hoc operational defintions of Roma
Representative National Sample
- Respondents’ Identification (Self-identification)
- Interviewers’ Identification (Hetero-identification)

A priori operational defintions of Roma
Pre-screened Roma SamplePre-screened Roma Sample
- Institutional Identification (Survey administrator; Experts; 

Interviewer)
- Community Identification (Neighborhoods and Neighbors)

Operational definitions of the Roma minority have 
consequences for collecting and analyzing (survey) data 
on the Roma



Roma’s Experience with Inequality 
in Post-communist Europe

In sociological tradition, the main dimensions of social inequality 
are formal education , occupation , and income .

2006 UNDP report “At Risk: Roma and the Displaced in Southeast 
Europe.”

http://hdr.undp.org/en/reports/regionalreports/europethecis/name,3460,en.html

Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Kosovo, Macedonia, 
Montenegro, Romania, Serbia

Roma Samples: from national Census data, using both post-hoc and a 
priori definition

Non-Roma Samples: representative samples of non-Roma communities 
living in settlements with Roma communities of ‘average and above’ 
size.



Education

Literacy rates: Roma 73.2% Majority 96.4%





Occupation/Employment





Informal sector: activities for which income was not reported 

for tax and social security purposes



Income



Political Inequality
-the extent to which groups within society differ in influence 

over government decisions.

Roma political organizations routinely divide btw. 
themselves the Romani vote – cannot achieve the 3-5% 

threshold to make it into the parliament. 

Romania: one self-identified Rom elected, as a 
representative of a Romani association, to a reserved 
minority seat.



III. Drives of Inequality

Institutional Discrimination
Sate Policies toward the Roma

Containment; Extermination; Assimilation

Biased reaction of the judiciary, the police and the media 

to crimes committed by the Romato crimes committed by the Roma

Institutional Failure
Insufficient resources for effective protection of poor 
Roma during the post-communist transition process

Weak de facto protection through international social 
actors, especially EU agencies



Cultural barriers
Reliance on informal, within-community (within clan) 
power structures, that are often in conflict with the formal 
authorities

Traditional gender roles

Wealth-poverty cleavages: marginalization of the poor 
Roma by those ‘who made it’ 

Small, fragmented Roma elite 















IV. Consequences of Inequality

Poverty 

The UNDP report uses household consumption, measured 
in expenditure terms, as a proxy for welfare in assessing 
poverty rates.

To allow for regional comparability:To allow for regional comparability:
- threshold of PPP $4.30 in daily equivalized expenditures 

= absolute poverty line;
- threshold of PPP $2.15 for ‘extreme’ poverty 





Ethnic Tensions

Public protests as Political Means 
Romania 2006: The riots in Ferentari neighborhood 

Electricity provider cut the electricity of some blocks, due to 
energy theft (estimated at $639,000 per month) and 
consumer debts ($595,000)

Protests were sparked by the death of four Roma children, Protests were sparked by the death of four Roma children, 
who asphyxiated in the basement of an apartment block, 
as a result of a fire caused by candles

Around 200 inhabitants protested violently against their 
situation, by torching tires, blocking traffic in the area, 

etc.







Consistently high levels of ethnic tensions between Roma 
and non-Roma, both in CEE and Western Europe

Romania: since 1990, over 30 conflicts in which non-Roma 
have injured and/or chased the Roma from their homes, 
which in many instances they set on fire  

Often, clashes develop in retaliation for a local incident Often, clashes develop in retaliation for a local incident 
(Hadareni case; killings in Hungary), as non-Roma 
attack the community as a whole 



Conclusions and Discussion 

Inequality permeates all aspects of Roma’s everyday life
(e.g. health; migration; segregation)

Reciprocal relationship between correlates of inequality. 
Low educational achievement as both outcome and 
perpetuator of poverty and inequalityperpetuator of poverty and inequality

Romani mobilization as agent of change 
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