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        Center for Slavic and East European Studies 
   Founded in 1965 by Professor Leon Twarog as   
a United States Department of Education-funded 
(Title VI) Comprehensive National Resource Cen-
ter based at Ohio State University (OSU), the Cen-
ter for Slavic and East European Studies (CSEES) 
promotes the study of Russia, the former Soviet 
Union, and Eastern Europe. In addition to foster-
ing East European area and language studies at 
OSU, CSEES has an outreach program that ex-
tends throughout the state of Ohio, the Midwest, 
and beyond.  
    
   At OSU, CSEES develops new courses and  
funds existing classes, sponsors lectures, adminis-
ters a Slavic and East European studies MA pro-
gram, supervises exchange programs with foreign 
universities, provides monies for library acquisi-
tions, awards Foreign Language and Area Specialist 
(FLAS) Fellowships to OSU graduate students, and 
maintains a large video library. CSEES outreach 
beyond OSU includes annual language and social 
studies teacher workshops, guest lectures at local 
schools, business seminars, area studies confer-
ences, video loans, and a 1200 subscriber newslet-
ter.    
    
   East European area studies at OSU is facilitated 
by the presence of approximately 50 area specialist 
faculty members who teach nearly 300 different 
courses in East European languages and area stud-
ies. OSU currently offers instruction in nine East 
European languages: Czech, Hungarian, Modern 
Greek, Polish, Romanian, Russian, Serbo-Croatian, 
Turkish, and Yiddish. Occasional language offer-
ings include Bulgarian and Ukrainian.  
 
Academic Programs 
 
BA in Slavic and East European Studies 
   OSU's Undergraduate International Studies Pro-
gram offers Bachelor of Arts degrees in nine spe-
cializations, including Slavic and Eastern Europe. 
The degree requires 50 quarter hours of course-

work drawn from at least four different disci-
plines, including 40 hours in the humanities 
and social sciences and 10 hours of foreign 
language beyond the OSU College of Arts and 
Sciences minimum language requirement. No 
more than 15 hours of courses numbered at 
the 200-level may count toward the major. A 
minor and certificate in Slavic and East Euro-
pean Studies is also available. 
 
MA in Slavic and East European Studies 
   The interdisciplinary Master of Arts in 
Slavic and East European Studies is adminis-
tered by the Center for Slavic and East Euro-
pean Studies. This program allows students to 
craft a course of study that satisfies their per-
sonal and professional goals and that applies a 
broad but focused approach to the study of 
Russia, the Commonwealth of Independent 
States, and/or the countries of Eastern 
Europe. The program lends itself to a career 
in business or government as well as further 
graduate study.  
   Admission to the program is predicated on 
an earned baccalaureate or professional degree 
from an accredited college or university. A 
minimum cumulative grade point average of 
3.0 for all previous undergraduate work and 
3.2 for all previous graduate work is also re-
quired.    
 
Dual Master’s Degree 
   Students can combine an MA in Slavic and 
East European Studies with a master’s  
degree in any of several disciplines that  
offer East European specializations.  These 
disciplines include history, political science, 
Slavic and East European languages and lit-
eratures, sociology, history of art, history of 
music, and geography.  Additionally, CSEES 
and the OSU Law School offer a joint Slavic 
MA/JD. 
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High School Teacher Workshops 
   Each year CSEES holds two secondary school 
teacher workshops to help Ohio educators sharpen 
their classroom skills.  The first is aimed at high 
school Russian language teachers and is generally held 
in April.  In addition, a workshop for social studies 
teachers is held each summer. 
 
Additional Center Resources 
    
Film Library 

   CSEES maintains a  
1000+ title East European 
video library which loans 
out items free of charge to 
OSU faculty and students 
and to educators at large.   
 
Newsletter 

   The Center publishes its Ohio Slavic and East Euro-
pean Newsletter three times a year.  The newsletter 
reaches over 1200 subscribers at OSU and throughout 
Ohio.   
 
East European Resources at OSU 
 
East European Library Collection 
   The Ohio State University Libraries system houses a 
collection of over four million books and periodicals 
and over three million microforms. About 650,000 
volumes pertain directly to Slavic and East European 
topics. Special strengths include the Russian, Polish, 
Serbo-Croatian, and Bulgarian collections. Basic refer-
ence works and current newspapers, magazines, and 
scholarly journals in Slavic languages and in English 
are available in the Slavic and East European Reading 
Room, located on the third floor of the main univer-
sity library. 
 
The Hilander Research Library 
   Housed in the Main Library building, the Hilandar 
Research Library is a special research collection for 
the study of medieval Slavic Orthodox Christianity. 

Specialist in Russian Area Studies 
   The Specialist in Russian Area Studies cer-
tificate is awarded to graduate students in  
various areas who fulfill course requirements 
in Russian language and in other disciplines 
and who write an essay or master's thesis on a 
Russian topic. The program is designed to 
supplement work 
for an advanced 
degree in humani-
ties or social science 
disciplines or in 
professional fields. 
The departments 
and schools partici-
pating in the Russian specialist program in-
clude history, history of art, geography, 
Music history, political science, Slavic and 
East European languages and literatures, and 
sociology.  
   Knowledge of the Russian language suffi-
cient for use as a research tool is indispens- 
able. Each candidate must demonstrate the 
necessary competence by passing an examina-
tion or completing an advanced Russian 

course. The certifi-
cate is predicated on 
45 hours of graded 
course work, half of 
which must be 
unique to the certifi-
cate program. A 
minimum of 30 
hours must be dis-

tributed in at least four areas outside of the 
candidate's major discipline.  
 

Financial Assistance 
   CSEES awards Title VI Foreign Language 
and Area Studies Fellowships (FLAS) each 
year to qualified OSU graduate students     
engaged in East European studies.  FLAS  
fellowships are primarily used to support for-
eign language study, both in the United States 
and abroad.   

Center Activities 
 
Lecture/Film Series 
   CSEES sponsors approximately 30 lectures annu-
ally, as well as coordinated film series and various 
other events concerning 
Eastern Europe.  Speakers 
vary from internationally 
known specialists to local 
faculty.  Recent highlights 
included lectures by Sergei 
Khrushchev, political sci-
entist; Boris Groys, art his-
torian; and Carol Emerson, 
expert on Russian culture.   
 
Area Studies Conferences 
   The Center annually holds a one-day conference 
focusing on an East European theme for the benefit 
of the OSU community, as well as for other Ohio 
college faculty and students.  Past conferences have 
focused on environmental issues, business strategies, 
Russian culture, and Imperial Russian history. 
 
Study Abroad Programs 
   OSU currently sponsors East European study 
abroad programs in Greece, Poland, Hungary, the 
Czech Republic, and Russia.  Recently, OSU began 
offering a summer program in Tomsk, Siberia, where 
students study the environmental aspects of Russia’s 
emerging economy.    

 
Outreach 
 
Business Seminar 
   The Center also has a 
number of outreach activi-
ties to the non-academic 
community, including semi-
nars and workshops on 

trade with and investment in Eastern Europe.  These 
events have attracted businesspersons and investors 
from throughout Ohio. 
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With over 4500 manuscripts, chiefly in micro-
form, the Hilandar Research Library contains 
the largest collection of Slavic manuscripts in 
North America and the  
second largest in the world.  
 
Publications 
 
The Russian Review 
   Published quarterly, The  
Russian Review is an interdisci-
plinary journal devoted to 
"Russia Past and Present." The 
Russian Review features schol-
arly articles on the history, culture, society, and 
politics of Russia and Eastern Europe.   
 
The Current Digest of the Post-Soviet Press 
   A weekly English-language journal of selec-
tions from a variety of Russian-language news-
papers and periodicals, the Current Digest is es-
sential to following events in the former Soviet 
Union and its successor states.  
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